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BACKGROUND  
 
Parks Alive! is a non-profit program dedicated to maximizing the potential of Kelowna’s community 
parks by stimulating a vibrant arts and culture presence. The purpose of the Busker Program is to offer 
citizens and visitors to Kelowna a unique entertainment experience through a diversity of performers, 
while adding an animated flare to the downtown core.    
 
Buskers, street performers and other like entertainers, including musicians, jugglers, mimes, clowns, 
and actors are welcome to Busk in areas designated as LICENSED PERFORMANCE AREAS ( a map 
of approved locations will be provided once a license is obtained). Buskers require either a "Season 
License" or a "Temporary Permit" to perform. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
In order to obtain a "Season License" or "Temporary Permit" as required under this policy, entertainers 
must complete a Busker Program Application form available from the Parks Alive! office.  A brief 
audition will be held to determine eligibility, following which a "Season License" or "Temporary Permit" 
is issued. 
 
Entertainers wishing to use any location in the LICENSED PERFORMANCE AREAS must also 
complete a liability waiver document. 
 
Entertainers, street performers and Buskers are not permitted other than as outlined in this policy. 
 
POLICIES AND GUIDELINES  
 

1.  The license and temporary permit fees payable with respect to the Busker Program shall be in 
accordance with this policy.  All applications for a license or temporary permit will include the 
following CODE OF CONDUCT, which must be signed and agreed to by the applicant:  
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BUSKERS CODE OF CONDUCT            
(a) Entertainers will not perform so close to another performer as to interfere with the other’s 

performance. 
(b) Entertainers must locate themselves and their audience where they are not obstructing the 

flow of pedestrian traffic or any business entrance.  
(c) Entertainers will respect the right of businesses to operate without undue disturbance by 

entertainers outside their premises.  
 

2. A "Season License" is $25 (plus GST) and allows a Busker to perform between May and 
September of the current year. 

 
3. A "Temporary Permit" is $5 (plus GST) per day, for a maximum of three days per month 

between May and September of any calendar year. 
 
4. Any act, including a duo or group, shall require one “Season License” or “Temporary Permit”, 

subject to Parks Alive! reserving the right to limit the maximum number of performers to be 
included in any one License or Temporary Permit. 

 
5. A “Season License” or “Temporary Permit” written under this policy is not transferable and 

must be displayed by the performer at all times while performing. 
 
6. Performers shall not occupy any one location for more than two hours at a time in any six-hour 

time period.  (Note: This will encourage a diversity of entertainment and a fair use of all 
Busker locations) 

 
7.     Performers must abide by all municipal by-laws and all federal and provincial statutes and 

regulations while performing.  
 
8. Amplification of performances , the use of drums (other than hand drums), recorded or          

broadcast music is not permitted . 
 
9. In the interest of public safety, the use of sharp or dangerous objects is prohibited. Including,    

but not limited to; juggling knives, hatchets, chainsaws or flaming objects. 
 

10. Performers are permitted to encourage donations. However, performers may not aggressively 
solicit donations, or sell performance related or other merchandise.  If a performer wishes to sell 
recordings of their original work during their performance, he/she must clear this with Parks 
Alive! staff. 

 
11. Performers must be of good conduct and character while performing. 

 
12. Busking under this policy does not include individuals face painting or hair wrapping. 
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13. Buskers are permitted to perform in the APPENDIX ‘A’ - LICENSED PERFORMANCE AREAS 
from 10am to 10pm (excluding Pipers, see policy #14), seven days a week except during 
special events in the downtown area.  Performers are expected to respect the space allocated 
to these City approved special events and to move if requested by the City or the event 
organizer.  

 
14. Pipers – Because bagpipes produce a sound level which is significantly higher than other 

unamplified instruments; they are restricted to busking between the hours of 10am and 6pm and 
only in the following areas: City Park’s busking locations, the Queensway Transit Terminal and 
at the “Sails” sculpture location (defined in APPENDIX ‘A’). Only one piper is permitted to play at 
any one location at one time unless prior arrangements have been made with Parks Alive!  
 

15. Owners and Occupiers of property next to the APPENDIX ‘A’ - LICENSED PERFORMANCE 
AREAS have the right to detour buskers from performing adjacent to their property by 
contacting the Parks Alive! office, in which case the staff will move buskers to an alternate 
location. 

 
16. If an Owner or Occupier has an awning, please don’t perform under it or directly in front of the 

business’s facade.  
 

17. Parks Alive! reserves the right to refuse to grant, to suspend or to terminate any “Season 
License” or “Temporary Permit” issued with respect to any Busker performance in accordance 
with the provisions of the Municipal Act, the Noise Control By-Law or these policies. 

 
 

APPLICATION AND PARTICIPATION PROCESS  
 
1. Interested participants for “The Busker Program” must apply to Sonya Barker, Program 

Coordinator, Parks Alive!.  An application form is attached, with additional copies available from 
the Parks Alive! office at Suite #10 – 1304 Ellis St. (inside the Laurel Packi nghouse)  

 
2. At time of application participants will be asked to “audition”, showcasing their talent.  (Note: 

Auditions are to give program administrators an idea of your talent, not intended to be an entire set.)   
 

3. Cash/cheque payment is required at the time the permit is issued.  This permit must be 
displayed at all times while the performer participates in “The Busker Program”. Please make 
cheques payable to “Festivals Kelowna”.   

 
4. To book your audition time please call Sonya Barker at (250) 868-3307.  If you are unable to 

book an appointment, auditions will be held on a drop-in basis Fridays only and as per staff 
availability.   
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Date:   
Performing Name :  
Name (1):   Name (2):  
Address:   Address:  
City/Prov:  Postal:  City/Prov:  Postal:  

       Tel:    Fax:  Tel:  Fax:  
   Email:   Email:  

 
Type of Entertainment to be performed/instrument(s) to be played:  
 
 
 

 
 
Performance background (training and/or performing experience):  
 
 
 
 

General musical repertoire and genre(s) (i.e. jazz, classical, country, folk, etc.): 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date Received:  License Fee Paid:  Yes  No   
Audition Time:  Permit Type:    
Parks Alive! Staff:   
 
 

BUSKER PROGRAM 
Application Form 


